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neighbourhood of Adrianople and Philippopolis and threat-
ening Constantinople. But Bulgaria, which he imprudently
attacked, was ruled by an intelligent and energetic sovereign,
John Asfin (1218-41). The Greek Empire in Europe
dashed itself unavailingly against him. Beaten and taken
prisoner at Klokotnitza (1230), Theodore was forced to
abdicate, and his brother Manuel, who succeeded him, lost
most of the conquests made by Theodore, retaining only
Salonica and Thessaly.
During this time, under Theodore Lascaris (1205-22),
and under his successor, John Vatatzes (i 222-54), the most
remarkable of the sovereigns of Nicaea, the Greek Empire in
Asia was growing in strength and in extent. Master of almost
the whole of western Asia Minor, Vatatzes had retaken from
the Latins all the large islands of the Asiatic littoral, Samos,
Chios, Lesbos, Cos, and had extended his authority over
Rhodes. He then decided to enter Europe, and with the
Bulgarians as his allies attempted to take Constantinople
(1236). The capital of the feeble Latin Empire was saved
for the time by the intervention of the West, but despite this
intervention Vatatzes succeeded in re-establishing Byzantine
unity in face of the hated foreigner.
The Greek Emperor of Salonica had to renounce his
imperial title and acknowledge himself the vassal of Nicaea
(1242), and four years later Vatatzes took possession of
Salonica (1246). From the Bulgarians, who had been much
weakened since the death of John As£n, he took a large part
of Macedonia. Finally the despot of Epirus, Michael II,
accepted the suzerainty of Nicaea and promised to cede
Serbia, Albania, and Durazzo to Vatatzes (1254). As ally
of Frederick II of Hohenstaufen, whose daughter he had
married, and of the Seljuk sultan of Iconium, Vatatzes when
he died left the Empire of Nicaea rich, powerful, and
prosperous. The sojourn of the Byzantine monarchy in
Asia had, as it were, spiritually purified the State of Nicaea
and had given to it a national character which Constantinople
no longer possessed. 'A faithful nobility, active and pious
Emperors, had governed and led for half a century a people
of shepherds and peasants of simple manners and customs/1
i  lorga, ibid., p. 120.

